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• Survey area – 16 343 km²

• Overall sampling intensity –
15.2% (6 – 21%)

• Ele population estimate –
•9 281 (95%CL = 20.6 %)
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•2009 survey - 7th survey of 
wildlife in GNP since the severe 
drought of 1991/92 – highest 

ever elephant estimate for GNP 
�(9 123 – 1.82/km²)

•Significant increase in elephant 
population during this time –

mean % increase of 6.2%/annum

•Elephants were culled (killed or 
captured) in GNP in 1983, 1986, 

1992 and 1993—specifically high 
offtake of >2 000 in 1983.

Figure 8:  Trend in the number of elephant in Gonarezhou 
National Park since 1980.
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• Activities related to both the 2009 aerial survey and the elephant 
movement study took place under the auspices of the Gonarezhou 
Conservation Project — a collaboration between the Zimbabwe Parks and 
Wildlife Management Authority and the Frankfurt Zoological Society .

• The United States Fish and Wildlife Service contributed significant 
funding towards the Zimbabwean portion of the aerial survey and the 
elephant telemetry study, as well as providing valuable input into the 
survey report.

• The TFCA unit of the Mozambique Ministry of Tourism contributed the 
funding for the Mozambican portion of the 2009 aerial survey, as well as 
providing input into the survey design and report.

• The Sindisa Foundation contributed funds towards one of the satellite 
telemetry collars, as well as associated data download fees.


